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 The community of Kaioro was 

extremely appreciative and 

were wonderful hosts. We 

hope to visit this community 

again for future projects. 

     While these wells had to 

await completion after SAIWI’s 

visit, entire villages were fed 

during our stay, and our time 

with the children and people of 

these villages were invaluable 

experiences for the American 

and Kenyan people.  Lessons 

of international work in water 

issues are an enriching experi-

ence for graduate students 

involved in SAIWI. 

     At then end of a 2 day plane 

pilgrimage, and 3 day jum-

bling jeep ride a team of 5 

graduate students arrived with 

tired but eager eyes in the 

remote desert village of Ekwar 

on the shores of Lake Turkana 

in Northern Kenya.   

     SAIWI’s (Student Associa-

tion for International Water 

Issues) 2007 Africa Team, pic-

ture right, was accompanied 

by American and Kenyan engi-

neers and mission workers.  

SAIWI’S mission:  To manually 

drill wells that would supply a 

minimum of 1000 people with a 

clean, reliable water source.  

The remoteness of Ekwar and 

the limited manpower made 

working conditions difficult on 

top of ferocious  heat.  After 5 

days of drilling, the first bore-

hole collapsed as pipe was 

being set.  On our second to 

last day, 13 hours and 47 feet 

later we reached an aquifer 

again.  Kenyan water officials 

and villagers practiced pump 

installation and were supplied 

with a hand pump. 

     The installation and flushing 

of the borehole was not com-

pleted during 

SAIWI’s stay but the 

site awaits a follow up 

visit from a scholar-

ship recipient, 

Neema Scott from 

Brown University, 

who   was trained by 

working with SAIWI 

and Kenyan water 

engineers.  She will 

be drilling wells 

throughout several loca-

tions in Kenya as part of 

a peace promoting pro-

ject. 

     Travelling southwest, 

SAIWI then reached Uganda.  

There  a borehole was also 

drilled in the small commu-

nity of Kaioro outside of Tor-

roro, Uganda. After 8 days of 

slow drilling through hard 

volcanic rock, the borehole 

advanced 22 feet. The hole 

was cased, backwashed, and   

was ready for pump installa-

tion.  The team of local Ugan-

dans learning the process 

were scheduled to set the 

well pump upon its arrival as 

the SAIWI team was sched-

uled to leave Uganda for 

departure back to the US . 

SAIWI, for developers on the 

effects different levels of de-

velopment on ecosystem de-

cay, water quality, and sus-

tainable supply .   

     SAIWI hopes to broaden 

their scope.  This project will  

utilize pre and post develop-

ment data that has been col-

lected and be extended be-

yond esoteric circles to in-

form developers before La 

Manzanilla is degraded be-

yond repair. 

     Mr. Jerry Keir, the director 

of the Great Basin Institute 

(GBI)and SAIWI are collaborat-

ing on a  project in La Man-

zanilla, Mexico.   

     La Manzanilla is a coastal 

pacific town in Mexico experi-

encing encroaching develop-

ment.  GBI began work here 

with the hope of saving and 

studying one of the world’s 

prized ecosytems, coral reefs 

and the mangroves that protect 

them.  During past projects 

developer’s have approached 

Mr. Keir and shown interest in 

GBI’s research efforts in hopes 

to avoid investment in projects 

that could reduce water supply 

for La Manzanilla. 

     SAIWI members will travel 

to Mexico during Winter break 

to develop a report based on 

previous data collection that 

show the mal effects of devel-

opment in La Manzanilla al-

ready observed.  An education 

forum will be constructed, by 
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Average cost in American Dollars of 
drilling a Terry Waller Well 

350 

Number of American cents needed to 
buy 2 pounds of Ugali to feed 30 
people. Ugali is a Kenyan diet staple 

44 

Degrees Fahrenheit in Kenya at well 
drilling site mid-day  

115 

Meters (feet) manually drilled by 
SAIWI on their trip to Africa in 
2007 

39

(128) 

  

  

  

Photo Fundraiser 

Tues., October 9th, 

2007 
If a picture says a thousand words, then 

pictures from SAIWI student collections 

speak of thousands of miles.  The thousands 

of miles that have been traveled by students 

to bring a cleaner, safer, reliable, sustain-

able water supply to people in Uganda, 

Kenya, Guatemala, Panama, Bolivia, and 

Haiti.  Select photos will be for sale. 

Entry:  $10 non-student and $5 student 

includes a drink token and a plate of appe-

tizers.  

Where: UNR campus, Church of Fine Arts 

Building, Front Door Gallery.  Parking is 

free on the garage top floor or anywhere 

with a UNR parking pass. 

When:  6:30-9:00 p.m.  
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Harmony Farnsworth, Andie Gelhausen, 

Jeremy Rivord, Kathy Fitzgerald 

(Volunteer Engineer), Breann Westfall, 

and Marcy Kamerath stand at the drill 
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